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Response to Amendment 

1. This is in response to the amendment filed on 12/23/2004. 

2. Claims 1 - 20, are pending for examination, claims 1-2, 4-10 and 12-20 have 
been amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-20, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kenner 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,956,716). 

As to claims 1, 7-9, 12-14, and 17-20, Kenner et al. (hereinafter referred as 
Kenner) discloses a computer system [e.g., see Abstract, Fig. 1] with apparatus, 
methods and computer program products as claimed by applicant, to perform the 
following processing, comprising: 

a multimedia data storage and retrieval system [e.g., see Fig. 1 and associated 
text starting at col. 4, line 35] with means, methods and computer program product to 
perform the following functions, comprising: 
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* a plurality of data management units [for example, the Primary Index Manager 
(PIM 22, Fig. 1), Remote Index Manager (IM 34, Fig. 1), PIM & IM(s) of Fig. 3; the 
Software Modules and Database Partition Units of Table 1] for managing a plurality of 
multimedia data in relation to a time [e.g., the queuing period at col. 25, lines 45-54] and 
location information [e.g., a virtual URL issued by a user at col. 24, lines 50 - 53] 
respectively indicating a time [e.g. the Date and Time fields of the table at col. 22] and a 
location [e.g., the Segment Info and Link Info fields of the table at col. 22] at which each 
multimedia data is created [e.g., col. 4, lines 35-53, col. 15, lines 35- 56, Fig. 3, col. 24, 
lines 53-58, col. 25, lines 1-54]; 

* a plurality of data processing units configured [e.g., the sets of Search and 
Retrieval Units (SRUs ), PIM & IM(s), Terminal and Data Sequencing Interface (DSI) 
units, Fig. 3; col. 4, line 55 - col. 5, line 8] to obtain the time [e.g., see the date and time 
parameters in the table of col. 22] and location information [e.g., the Segment Info and 
Link Info fields of the table at col. 22; or the Regional Identifier (col. 4, lines 58-59), the 
Location Code (col. 15, lines 24-56)] in respond to a user request by using event names 
[e.g. the Video ID in the tables of col. 21 - 22 or col. 32, lines 37-39; the virtual URL 
requested by a user at col. 24, lines 50 - 53]. 

* a data selection unit configure to retrieve multimedia data from the plurality of 
multimedia data managed by the data management unit, according to at least one of the 
time information and the location information [e.g., the Regional Identifier (col. 4, lines 
58-59), the Location Code (col. 15, lines 24-56)] obtained by the processing [e.g., the 
Primary Index Manager (22, Fig. 1); col. 4, line 66 - col. 5, line 4; col. 5, lines 31-38]. 
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* a retrieval result transmission unit [e.g., the Data Sequencing Interface Unit (30, 
Fig. 1); col. 5, lines 14-16] configured to provide the multimedia data retrieved by the 
data selection unit as a retrieval result, through the network to the requestor [see the 
Data Sequencing Interface Unit (DSI) section at col. 12 - col. 13]. 

As to claims 2-6, 10-1 1 and 15-16, Kenner further discloses that the system 
having the features as claimed by applicant, including: 

a) automatically creates a plurality of common index tables (for example, the 
Audio-visual data index table, the Audio-visual Access list, etc) that contain a plurality of 
event names, time, and location data for each clip event.[for example, see the table of 
col. 22, line 52 - col. 23, line 22], such that, the system is able to obtain the event name, 
time and location information that are related to one multimedia data upon receiving a 
reverse look-up retrieval request specifying the one multimedia data [e.g. see col. 13, 
line 66 -col. 15, line 8]. 

b) a plurality of personal index table for each user [for example, see col. 22, lines 

20-44]. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed on 12/23/2003 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 
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Regarding applicant's arguments of U.S.C. 102 rejection that "Kenner completely 
fails to teach or suggest a system in which a user only needs to enter the event names, 
and then the relevant multimedia data can be automatically searched by using the 
corresponding time and location information as a key". The examiner disagrees. 



In order for the applicant appreciates the claimed features are fully and clearly 

disclosed by Kenner, the applicant attention is directed to the section - "BRIEF 

SUMMARY" at col. 1 of Kenner's, wherein, Kenner specifically points out the following: 

"The invention relates to a distributed audio/video clip storage and retrieval system, and more 
particularly, to a system whereby video material, stored locally and at a remote location, can be 
requested and retrieved at a user's multimedia terminal with or without sound and associated 
database information. In a preferred embodiment, the invention provides a system whereby 
remotely stored audio and video content can be requested and retrieved from a server selected 
so as to maximize network capacity and minimize transmission delays." 



Furthermore, In contrary to applicant's arguments, Kenner further discloses the 

following at col. 4, lines 55 to col. 5, lines 16: 

"In operation, a user first builds a request at a user terminal. The request is transmitted to the 
user's primary index manager ("PIM") via a local storage and retrieval unit (local SRU). The local SRU 
attaches a Regional Identifier to the request to assist the PIM to efficiently search for, locate and report on 
the requested information. The local SRU provides temporary storage for the user's most requested video 
clips, and before the query is sent to the user's PIM, the local SRU is polled for requested video clips. The 
user query, amended to contain a Regional identifier and to reflect any local matches, is then forwarded 
to the PIM." 

Kenner further discloses at col. 9, lines 19-23 as following: 

" The Regional Identifier Builder component of local SRU 18 attaches a regional code or identifier 
to each user request. The regional identifier allows the PIM 22 to communicate with specified remote IMs 
34, and to determine the locations of requested video clips stored at remote SRUs 38." 

Kenner further discloses at col. 12, lines 14-16 as following: 

"A DSI 30 is created and/or initialized by PIM 22 whenever a user requests audiovisual 
information that is not stored within the local SRU." 
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Kenner further discloses at col. 15, lines 35-47 as following: 

"When the DSI 30 is created, the PIM 22 transmits a data structure that identifies the requested 
video clips, and the exact locations of each video clip. The data structure is as follows: [Video ID], (IM 
Address), (SRU Address), (Location Code), (SRU Access Count Rate), (SRU Under-run Count Rate) 

The [Video ID], (IM Address), (SRU Address), (SRU Access Count Rate), and (SRU Under-run 
Count Rate) serve the same functions as previously described. The [Video ID] field is the principle field, 
with the remaining fields being supporting fields to the [Video ID] field. The (Location Code) is the precise 
video storage address within the SRU. Since it is possible for each video segment corresponding to a 
unique [Video ID] to have multiple unique storage locations, the DSI 30 may have multiple records for 
separate storage locations for that video segment within the DSI's 30 video data download structure. 
Thus, if one SRU cannot respond to the DSIs command because it is busy downloading audio-visual 
information to fulfill another request, then the DSI 30 simply retrieves the requested video clip from 
another location." 

Kenner further discloses at col. 16, lines 13-37 as following: 

"FIG. 3 provides a summary of how a preferred embodiment of the invention would operate to 
search and download data. The user first builds a data query at the user terminal 14 from the text 
database. For example, in the real estate application, the user would specify a selected property criteria 
from the MLS. Once constructed, the query is transmitted to the PIM 22 via a local SRU 18. The local 
SRU 18 modifies the query in the following ways: (1) attaches a regional identifier to the query; and (2) 
searches its own database and flags each request that is stored at the local SRU 18 by appending a 
Revision Code to the request. The audio-visual data index also specifies the exact locations of the audio- 
visual data stored at the extended SRUs 26 and, via the remote IMs 34, the locations of video data stored 
that the remote SRUs 38. The PIM 22 uses the regional identifier to identify which remote IMs 34 contain 
the requested video segments. Each identified remote IM 34 processes the query, returning a list or 
summary of available audio-visual references to the PIM 22. The PIM 22 also uses the Revision Code to 
determine whether the video segment stored at the local SRU 18 is the most current copy available. The 
PIM 22 subsequently downloads a list of all available video clips to the user's terminal 14, indicating 
which video clips are immediately available by virtue of the fact that a current copy of the video segment 
is stored at the local SRU 18." 



Thus, based on all the above recitations of Kenner, the Regional Identifier is an 
index information for guiding the PIM to communicate with specified remote IMs 34, and 
to determination the locations of the requested video clips stored at remote SRUs 38, 
such that the requested video clips stored at remote SRUs 38 can be accessed for 
downloading to the Local SRU via the created DSI 30 structure on the Local SRU 18, 
wherein, the DSI structure clearly having the Location Code to represent each location 
at which each multimedia data is created. As such, Kenner completely and successfully 
teaches or suggests a system in which a user only needs to enter the event names 
[e.g., the Video ID at the table of col. 22], and then the relevant multimedia data [e.g., 
the date, time, Segment Info, Link Info, etc. at col. 22, table] can be automatically 
searched by using the corresponding location information [e.g., the Location Code] as a 
key at which each multimedia data is created. 
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As to the rest piece meal arguments, applicant rehash issues already address on 
record. 

Therefore, according to the combined discussions cited above, the examiner 
maintains the same rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. To expedite the process of re-examination, the examiner requests that all future 
correspondences in regard to overcoming prior art rejections or other issues (e.g. 35 
U.S.C. 1 12) set forth by the Examiner prior to the office action, that applicant should 
provide and link to the most specific page and line numbers of the disclosure where 
best support is found (see 35 U.S.C. 132). 
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Inquiry 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan Chen, whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1 155. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 7:30 A.M. to 
4:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic, can be reached at (703) 308-1436. The fax phone numbers 
for this group is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Susan Chen 




March 05, 2004 



UYENLE 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



